Newsletter

-

December 2017

-

Edition 21

Type to enter text

To all family and friends, Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year to all.
Sa lahat ng aming Kapamilya at Kaibigan Maligayang
Pasko at Manigong Bagong Taon sa inyong Iahat

Chair Person / CEO Report
A short report from Cynthia and Maurie. As you will see from this annual Newsletter and if
you have been following us on Facebook you would have noticed that the last 12 months
have been exciting, packed full of good stories and perhaps our best year ever.
When I first set up Cararoo Foundation back in 2005, my goal was to develop a community
based organisation where we could get a group of families working together, with our help
to educate the children in the group. Establishing the village canteen all those years ago,
seemed like a crazy idea but it has worked in bringing groups of parents together to feed
the children, make sure they take daily vitamins, dental hygiene, remedial reading under the
guidance and supervision of our Chair Person Cynthia and sponsorship manager Arlene
(who left us in 2016 after 10 plus years of service) and now new manager Ian. By involving
the parents in this way, they are part of the solution in helping the less fortunate.
This year we took another giant step forward in developing another livelihood project in
consultation with the parents, by helping them fund a business where the parents now
make hand fans and bags which they sell at markets etc. see examples in Newsletter. It is all
about growing the community.
Last year we also handed over the management and running of our village nursery to the
Springboard Foundation, reducing the number of children in the Cararoo sponsorship
program to 60. This will now allow us to focus on the older children and helping them
graduate senior high school. Unfortunately, we must also recognise that some children are
not going to graduate, and this is something we must understand is a consequence of the
environment we work in.
On the positive side we had Ferdinand who graduated a 3-year college IT course and is now
working in the IT department of a major Bank. Jenny Rose is blitzing her 5-year college
Accounting Course, and we had 5 children move into senior high school.
With the help of our good friends from the Singapore Cricket Club Growlers Rugby we
continued our after-school touch rugby training and this year entered a team, sponsored by
SCC Growlers into a rugby championship (see story). A positive from this is that the children
were exposed to something new and three of the more senior players have been asked to
join an established rugby team.
Richard Cook from SCC Growlers also organised for students attending senior high to visit
Accenture head office in Manila and then had 20 of the senior executives from Accenture
visit our village canteen to meet with the children and experience life in a squatter village.
As we said a full and exciting year, which we could not achieve without the help and
support of our sponsors. On behalf of the children and parents we thank you all and take
this opportunity to wish you and your families a Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New
Year.
Cynthia and Maurie

Cararoo is making a difference
This is our 11th year of sending children from a squatter village to school. We now have 4 students
who have graduated from college and are in full-time employment. Three others are currently
attending college.
We can genuinely say that our education program is working in helping the ‘poorest of the poor’.
Thank you to all those generous people who support our foundation.

College Graduate - Ferdinand Ismael
In 2005 at the age of 11, Ferdinand joined Cararoo as a grade 5
scholar. A timid, quiet boy, Ferdinand loved school and was very
motivated to excel.
In 2015 he graduated from high school, and the Cararoo
Foundation continued to sponsor him through a 2 year IT course
at STI.
In 2016 Ferdinand graduated from his IT course with above
average grades and took on a traineeship as an encoder with the
Regional Trial Court in Pasay City.
In early 2017, after completing his QJT requirements,
Ferdinand’s job search took him to Metrobank Philippines, one of
the top banking institutions in the country. Ferdinand works there
now as an IT expert.
Ferdinand has grown from a timid young boy from Managuan
community to a confident, stable and motivated young man.
Ferdinand is one of the Cararoo Foundation success stories.

High School
Awards

Princess Pintor
top student in
all Grade 7

This year we have 2
high school students
who have received
awards for the highest
results in their grade.
Congratulations
Princess and Rowel for
your wonderful results.
We are so proud of
you.

Rowel Cruz
top student in
Grade 9

Cararoo Achievement Awards

Cararoo Achievement Awards were given to 5 students who achieved an average of over 85%
for the school year 2016 - 17. When you consider the extreme disadvantage these children
experience, this is a magnificent effort. We must always remember that poverty, poor living
conditions and lack of opportunity impact greatly on children’s ability to achieve a level of
education that will improve their futures.
So, well done ETHEL MENGUITO, ANGELICA SUALOG, PRINCESS SARAH PINTOR, JUAQUI
CALUMPANG, AND ROWEL DELA CRUZ.

Mid-term Awards for excellence in attitude, attendance and school results

Top 5 students - Elementary School

Joaquin Calumpang

Mary June Tiquio

Angelee Dacuba

Katherine Lucasan

Cala Judhel Vergara

Top 5 students - High School

Princess Pintor

Rhomelyn Largo

Rowell Dela Cruz

Jimmy Segura

Danica Sarceban

How do we measure the ongoing effects of
giving someone a chance?
A heart warming letter from Judy Anne Pintor the first Cararoo student to graduate college in 2013
Hi,
I am Judy Anne L Pinter, 23 years old. I have 4 siblings and I am the eldest. My
mother is a housewife and my father is a construction worker. My hobbies are
singing, watching TV, reading books, and hanging out with friends. I have a simple and
happy family. We enjoy spending time together, just talking and having fun.
I remember growing up beside the river where our house was prone to flooding
every time it rained heavily. I remember we couldn’t sleep at night because we were
frightened of the water as it came through our house. We had to climb up on a
lapboard ledge to keep out of the flowing water.
We were very poor. I used to collect garbage from the neighbours and take it to the
garbage truck. They gave us money for that. This was my way of helping my parents
with our daily needs. But sometimes I still went to school without food to eat.
It was my dream to find a way to help my family.
One day, my mother was interviewed by a person representing Cararoo Foundation.
This person was looking for a poor family who needed help in educating their
children. We were so blessed that Cararoo chose me and 2 of my sisters to be given
scholarship grants.
I am extremely grateful that I was given this opportunity and have studied hard to
achieve my goals. I now have a Diploma in Information Technology from the System
Technology Institute, and am currently employed as a Quality Assurance Test
Analyst with Isphere Global Inc. This is my third year with the company.
I am now able to support my family. I am so grateful to the Cararoo Foundation.
I would not be where I am today if it were not for them giving me the opportunity
for an education.
To all those who are lucky enough to be supported by Cararoo - don’t waste the
opportunity you have been given. Study hard to achieve your goals and dreams in life.
Show your appreciation by repaying those who helped you in whatever way you can.
Share your good fortune with your families.
Always remember, there is no easy way to fulfil your dreams. I t takes hard work
and belief in God. Judy Anne

New Cararoo T-shirts

JENNY ROSE JAMOLO is the daughter of Joemari And Jamo;oand Nemfa
Jamolo. In 2005, at the age of 12, Jenny joined Cararoo as a Grade 5 student.
At an early age, Jenny already exhibited a happy, studious and sociable
personality. She was highly motivated and achieved above average grades
throughout the next 6 years.
After graduating from high school in 2015, the Cararoo Foundation
continued to sponsor Jenny through higher studies. She is currently in her
third year of a 5-year Bachelor of Science in Accountancy course at the
Polytechnic university of the Philippines, Manila.
Given Jenny’s good track record, the Cararoo Foundation is confident that
she has a bright future ahead of her.

Thanksgiving Party

A busy but rewarding year
Floods

After experiencing 3 severe floods this year, there was
much work to be done on the canteen and learning
centre. We repaired fences, the roof, drains and cleaned
up other water damage within the buildings.
It’s amazing how resilient Cararoo parents are. It makes
us more determined than ever to provide the children
with an education which will secure a better future for
them.

But …… life goes on
Livelihood Project
In July the mothers of Cararoo engaged in a special
project - decorating the traditional Anahaw fans with
ribbons, laces and patches. The project was called
‘Pamaypay ni Inay’. The first batch 0f 50 decorated
fans sold out in a few weeks. A second batch has
been completed and will be sold in the bazaar this
holiday season.
Our Carfare mothers have also ventured out into
decorating a traditional bag, known as
‘Bayong’ (market bag).
the spirit of creativity and entrepreneurship is high
amongst the women. Whilst assisting in whatever
way we can, being a non-profit organisation,
Cararoo cannot have any financial involvement.

New School Year 2017 - 2018

Thanks to our sponsors, this year we have 40 children attending elementary,
high school and senior high, plus another 2 attending college.
We have now outsourced the running and management of the village
nursery to our great friends, the Springboard Foundation.
Together we are providing the opportunity for around 90 children to receive
a life changing education.
New uniforms,
bags and school
supplies are given
to the kids at the
start of each year.
We thank the
Springboard
Fo u n d a t i o n f o r
donating the
schoolbags this
year.

Clothes and sporting equipment have been donated by our good friends

Singapore Cricket Club - Growlers from Singapore

Summer Holiday Reading Program
It’s great to see the senior high school students helping younger elementary
children with their reading. This is part of our ‘give back’ program, where
high school students help with remedial reading, sports and general duties.

Visit by Springboard
Foundation

The children in the village
nursery are really benefitting
from the involvement of the
Springboard Foundation. The
possibilities are enormous!

Community Service Award for
Maurie Schokman

It was a proud day for Rotarian and Cararoo
Founder Maurie, who received a Community
Services Award at the 70th Philippine Australian Friendship Day held at the
Philippine Embassy in Canberra, Australia. The
award was presented by Her Excellency Minda
Calaguian-Cruz, Philippines Ambassador to
Australia.

A special experience …..
Accenture and Cararoo
Work Case Study Program

Good friend and supporter of Cararoo, Richard Cook, organised for 22 senior

consultants and management of Accenture Philippines to work with Cararoo for
a day of professional development activities.

The first part of the day involved 7 of Cararoo’s senior high school students visiting Accenture head
office in Makati Manila. Here they experienced a large office working environment, including security
procedures, use of the latest computer terminals and career counselling. They also had to present
themselves individually before a large group of management - which they did beautifully, even
though it must have been a very nervous time for them.

After sharing a lovely lunch it was time for the next
activity………………..

The second part of the work case study program involved the 22 consultants
and management visiting the students’ families in the squatter village where
they lived. The visitors met many of the schoolchildren, reviewed the
Livelihood program and even had a cooking demonstration making one of the
Philippines favourite meals, Adobo.
Richard Cook said, ‘It was great to spend time with the parents and children in
their own environment. We all learnt so much and will look for ways we can
help this community. Thank you Cararoo.’

It was a very successful visit; everyone had a great time.

There’s still time for FUN
Manila 10’s
Singapore Growlers won the Manila 10’s again this year. We like to think the
Cararoo kids are their good luck charm. They proudly led the way out onto the
field and cheered excitedly as the match progressed. Well done Growlers!

Once again, the Growlers surprised the kids with
gifts from Singapore. They continue to hold raffles
and cake stalls in Singapore to raise money for
Cararoo and are major sponsors of our annual
Christmas party. We really appreciate their support.

Following their great win, Richard Cook from the
SCC Growlers, took time to visit our village canteen
and learning centre to have lunch with some of the
kids. The canteen ladies prepared a special lunch for
the occasion.

Rugby Training

After a long, hot,
wet summer
training finally
began at the
International school
fields. Uniforms
and equipment
were supplied by
the Singapore

Rugby Tournament

For many weeks, Arlene Tinkler trained the kids . After the match she stated:
“This was the first time Cararoo kids had played in this tournament. Even though they came up against
very experienced teams, they did us proud. All the kids played fearlessly, scoring tries in every game,
and coming close to winning a couple of their matches.”
The other teams were very impressed and one team even asked 3 of our players to play for them in
the upcoming Mens Touch League.
Overall, it was a very successful day. The kids really enjoyed themselves and feel proud of the way
they played. And we are proud too. “It’s not a matter of winning but how they approach the game,”
said Arlene. Well done kids!
For many years the Singapore Cricket Club Rugby Academy and SCC Growlers have helped us
promote rugby with the kids and have provided Cararoo with uniforms, balls, boots etc. So, this was a
good opportunity to promote SCC by wearing some of the uniforms they provided.
Mr Richard Cook from SCC also helped us fund the cost of attending the tournament with registration,
transport, insurance, food & drink, uniforms, Halloween customs etc. We thank you again for your
generosity Mr Cook and SCC.

Cararoo Team

BAKE SALE
The SCC Rugby Academy held a Christmas bake sale which helped raise funds for our Xmas
party. We wish to say a special thanks to Annemarie for organising the cakes and volunteers.
Another smaller bake plus a big Growlers Xmas lunch is coming up. There will be a raffle,
auction, and games to raise some more money. Santa will be there too, to help get everyone
into the party mood.
Thank you so much, Growlers!

Party Time
What a great way to end the year. Given the hardships faced by our families due to several
severe storms and floods, we felt we wanted to do something even more special than usual.
So, thanks to the generosity of sponsors, we were able to give the kids a very memorable day out
at a fun park.
It was called the SEA BREEZE RESORT. Here, the kids had the best time - swimming, pool surfing,
riding down giant water slides and so much more.
The whole day included: transport to and from the resort, entry fees, all meals and snacks, T-shirts
for everyone (great for spotting kids wherever they were) and Xmas gifts for the kids and
volunteers.

We would like to say a special
THANK YOU to our major
sponsors who helped make the
day a success:
Sphere Global
Northlakes Toukley Rotary
Eli Miranda Foundation
Singapore Growlers Rugby
Better Future Foundation

Wave Pool

Floaters

Great food for
everyone:
Roast pork
Grilled fish
Fried chicken
Hotdogs
Maja
Biko

Xmas gifts donated by Eli Miranda
Foundation - Thank you

