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Well what a year it has been. Following Ondoy in 2009 we managed to re-group and with some financial help
from our supporters launched our Pilot School Sponsorship Program in June with 22 sponsored children,
finishing the year with 44 children being fully sponsored. Along with this program we also partnered with
Springboard Foundation to help set-up and manage a pre-school for 60 children. And the year finished on a
high note when we held a Christmas party for 1000 children—thanks to all who helped with donations, the
children had a magnificent time (see below for more detailed stories) We wish all our sponsors and
supporters a very happy New Year— Manigong Bagong Taon

Sponsor a Child $590 Per Annum—contact Maurie: schokma@attglobal.net

Pre-School Tent

Desk Chairs donated by Springboard

CARAROO PRE-SCHOOL NOW OPERATING

Opening a pre-school was not originally in the early plans of Cararoo, it was a chance introduction to Ms. Annette Helbig from the Springboard Foundation, with regards to the distribution of clothing following Typhoon
Ondoy in 2009. That set into motion the pre-school project.
Annette requested a visit to our community, and was visibly shocked at what she saw. Springboard had gained
experience in providing equipment and advice in the setting up of pre-school facilities, and she immediately suggested that one was required in the settlement, and offered Springboards assistance in providing the necessary
furniture and materials needed for a start-up. Annette‟s suggestion and very generous offer was accepted, and
started the chain of events that turned a dream into a reality.
The pre-school is located within the informal settlers area and with the help of a couple of mothers who have
been trained we run 2 classes per day approximately 28 students attending from 9:00 am until 11:00 am and a
second group of similar number in the afternoons from 2:00 pm until 4:00 pm. The pre-school is a 20ft by 15ft
tent donated and set up on a concrete slab by the Merville Barangay Council.
With the basic accommodation in place, the Springboard Foundation generously donated the funds to not only
provide the tent sides, but also fitted the area out with tables, chairs, blackboards, books, blackboards, writing
materials, etc. as well as two much-needed electric fans. Cararoo are responsible for material replacements
and the operation of the centre.
With no budget, to run this program Cararoo pay for the basic materials from our general donations and allow
the 2 teachers to charge each attendee P5 per day (AU$0.12).
We are looking into new ways to help with the funding as well as building a more permanent pre-school building in 2011.
Many thanks should be extended to our local Filipina manageress, Arlene Trinkler, for her un-tireless efforts to
make this project a success, and of course, Annette and Gina from Springboard Foundation, without whose
generosity, nothing could have happened.
It is a well-recognized fact that children who have attended pre-school perform better in primary school than do those
who do not have such a benefit.
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Pilot Program Mid Term Report
Report—Arlene Trinkler
Educating Children Out Of Poverty
Sponsor a Child $590 Per Annum
contact Maurie: schokma@attglobal.net
CANTEEN
THE BEGINNING
The Beginning

AND NOW

We are, at the time of writing, a week away from the end of the first term of our
selected students for the Pilot Project. Overall, the report of progress is very
good. One indicator is attendance, where many have achieved a 100 percent success. Of course, living in the conditions as experienced by our students, some
sickness is to be expected, especially as we are in the rainy season where every
heavy downpour results in flooding. Monitoring of the students indicated 2 or 3
minor problems (1) one girl who is sixteen years of age, in Grade Six had an attendance problem attributed to her having a boyfriend. Her parents were spoken
too, and reminded of the contents of the contract they had signed, and warned
that the sponsorship would be withdrawn for future infringement of the attendance requirement. We re pleased to report a 100 percent attendance of this student in the past month. (2) We have one young child who has had major problems with school bullies and despite the effort of his parents to take him to
school, he now refuses to attend. After discussion with the parent and sponsor
we have decided to withdraw the sponsorship and give it to his older sister. We
will continue to monitor the child and see if we can include him back into the
sponsorship program in the future. (3) we had one boy who was using his meal
allowance to purchase „junk‟ food such as cookies and bags of chips. He was given
a warning involving a two week suspension of food purchasing rights, the problem
is now resolved.
We were also fortunate that in October we received sponsorship for another 22
children doubling the number of children on the pilot to 44.
As reported above the children are performing well at school and we have learnt
many things about managing this pilot. The development of our standards and
procedures manual is going well and was put to good use when we had to interview and put into place the last 22 sponsored children.
Our declared intention of ensuring that our students received a healthy diet has
caused the most problems in the elementary school. Whereas the canteen at the
high school provided utmost cooperation in providing nourishing food, only .
The elementary school canteen basically refused cooperation, which, in some
ways has proven to be a benefit. We offered the parents committee the option to
establish a canteen just to feed the elementary children on a trial basis, with a
view to expanding the canteen to feed all the children 2 meals per day.
The parents, led by one of our pre-school teachers, Sarah Onas, organized themselves to purchase ingredients from the local market on a daily basis and prepare
both snacks and a full meal for the children.

The trial was so successful that after 3 months we transferred all of the meals for both Elementary and High
School to the parents canteen. In December we gave the parents a small loan to expand the canteen by purchasing additional cooking equipment so that when they are not feeding the sponsored children they can run a small
business cooking and selling food to the others in the village. Please understand we are speaking about an open
air canteen, built out of scrap tarpaulin/plastic wood etc. but when Board Member Maurie Schokman visited the
area in December he was most impressed on how well the children were being fed and how healthy they looked.
We understand the sponsors were also impressed by the weight gain of the children based on the photographs
that were sent by the children with the Christmas Cards.
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Our bi-annual survey conducted in October confirmed that the number of families and children had grown over
the last 2 years. We now have 451 families, comprising of 1909 people in total of which 913 are under 18 years
of age. This is a private survey conducted by Cararoo, on the area that we have had a special relationship with
since 1998.
Filipina manageress, Arlene Trinkler came to the Board and asked if we could have a Christmas Party for 1000
children and after our initial shock reaction, we thought about it for a minute or so and said lets do it, we have a
number of good friends out there who will help with the funding and after all Christmas is for the kids.
So all I am going to say is thank-you to all those who donated funds and help and leave it up to the pictures to tell
the story.. Lets just say the children, helpers, AFP all had a magnificent time and when you think we gave out over
800 Christmas gifts, 1000 meals and drinks, played a number of children games and we even had a visit from Santa
Clause it truly was a great evening. Thank you to Arlene and her helpers for pulling this off. And I thank someone
mightier than us for allowing me to be a part of this.
To our supporters thank you:
Other Australian Supporters

Arlene, the lady who
made it all happen

Rotary Club Northlakes Toukley
ISphere Global
British Women's Association
Freemasons (Manila & Korea)

Sinclare James
The Poker Dudes (RCMD)
Rotary Club Makati Dasmarinas
Springboard Foundation

The Cararoo Sponsored Kids “ all in RED shirts” and what a great job they
did, helping with gift wrapping 800+ Christmas gifts. Organise concert for
the party. Helped through the night with keeping order and helping Arlene
and her team of 20+ parents who helped on the day. We are all proud of
you guys

Claire Atkins and Craig
Burrows for being MC‟s
for the night—Thanks

2011

RCMD for picking up and
delivering 1000 meals and
drinks Thanks President Dada

The Sponsored Cararoo Children and Pre-school Children organise the singing and
dancing concert
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Thank-You AFP for your help and just being wonderful with the children. Your help
with organising the games. Showing your troops versatility with clown and magic act’s
helped give so much enjoyment to these children. The Board and families of Cararoo
Thank You. We also thank Santa for attending on a very hot evening. Just take a look
at the enjoyment on the Children's faces .

THANK YOU Little Santa and Big Santa for all you great work on a very HOT Night

Even Mark the photographer
get a cuddle from Santa

HELP SPONSOR A CHILD TO SCHOOL AU$590 PA—REGISTER
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