
It is illegal to use the name of ‘The Cararoo Foundation’ or its logo without the express permission of the Board. Anyone in breech of 
this will be prosecuted. 

WWW.Cararoofoundation.com.au       Contact Maurie at - schokma@attglobal.net         Ph: +61 2 4390 4298 

Apologies for not getting a Newsletter out earlier, but we have had so much happening. 
Hopefully, the video we created in April provided a good update on the project. In this issue I will 
cover a number of points that I think are very important to the Foundation and that our 
supporters will find interesting. 

Cararoo Foundation Project Video:  As the Foundation grows and more people are seeking 
information on exactly what we do, we felt it important to introduce you to our Cararoo family 
and give you some insight into what a “squatter village” looks like. We have had a wonderful, 

positive response. Please view the video on YouTube or email me if you would like  a CD version.          

                              http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IlwrFlFggFg                         (cont. on Page 8) 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Rotary Club of Northlakes Toukley 

Continues to be a Major Fundraiser / Sponsor 

For over 6 years, the Rotary Club of Northlakes Toukley (RCNT) has been a major sponsor of Cararoo through its 
fundraising activities, including an International program. Annually, RCNT conducts an international evening 
celebrating the culture, dance and food of a different country. This year, it is India—with a Bollywood Spectacular. 
Come and join us for a wonderful evening—Saturday 7th December 2013 

Apart from the support given to Cararoo, RCNT also supports projects in Nepal, Cambodia and this year, Fiji. 
Organisations such as Shelter Box also receive a donation.  www.shelterboxaustralia.com.au 

These International evenings have raised over $25,000 in the last 4 years, with a substantial percentage of this 
being given to Cararoo for flood relief, sponsorship of 2 children, Christmas parties, and this year, support for our 
dental program, which was also supported by Rotary District and Rotary International by way of a matching grant. 

We thank RCNT members for their support, as well as Rotary Australia World Community Services (RAWCS), who 
manages our Australian donations and transfer of funds between Australia and the Philippines, thus making our 
supporters very comfortable in the knowledge that all Cararoo funds are being well managed. Cararoo now have 
120 children being sponsored to school. We urge you to become a sponsor—contact Maurie Or Arlene. 
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Saturday 7th 
December 2013 

 

Doors open 6.00pm 

Dinner 6.45pm 

Rotary raising funds for 

Local & International  

projects 

the dance  

party taking  

over the world! 
Experience a  

tantalising  

Indian  

banquet & show 

 
Tickets must be  

pre-purchased at 

Hali Bowling Club 

Ph: 4390 6400 

 

Renowned Sydney dance group - 

Sirens Dance. 
www.sirensdance.com.au 

$70 

Bollywood Spectacular 



Meet the New Board 

Following the passing of Eli Miranda in November 
2012, Deputy Chair Person Cynthia Tinitigan has filled 
the position. I am pleased to announce that, at our 
AGM in April 2013, Cynthia was nominated and 
accepted the position as Chair Person.  Also, Arlene 
Trinkler was nominated and accepted the Board 
position of Administration Manager. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Back Row: Mariano Lee, Jaime Gonzales, Maurie 
Schokman COO, Philip Nazareno Legal Counsel, 
Maverick Evangelista Secretary to Board  

Front Row: Arlene Trinkler - Administration Manager, 
Cynthia Tinitigan - Chair Person, Claire Atkins -
Physiologist and consultant to Board.  

             

Start of 2013 –14 School Year 

 

Each year the success of our school 
sponsorship program gets better 
and more positive, reinforcing to 
those who manage and run the 
Foundation, with no monetary or 
other rewards, that we are doing 
the right thing. 

 

This year, 5 children graduated 
High School and 5 children graduated Elementary 
School and continued onto High School.  
Unfortunately, 3 students had to be terminated for not 
following their terms of  agreement with Cararoo. They 
were all given 2 warnings over the course of the 12 
months. 6 Children from the Nursery also joined the 
Sponsorship program at 
Elementary level. 

The Remedial Reading for 
Elementary school students, 
which runs 6 days per week 
including school holidays, is 
proving to be a success. By 
increasing the skill levels of the 
students we can see 
improvements in school grades. 
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This year we gave the Nursery, Elementary, & High 
School children all different school bags.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When you consider where these children live, they all 
look a million dollars when attending school – all very 
proud to display the Cararoo name. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It does make you feel good when you see how 
EDUCATION gives these children confidence and a 
feeling of self-worth, something we all take for granted.   

 

 

We thank our  

sponsors & supporters. 
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Graduation 

Nursery 

Since starting the Nursery 5 years ago, we have observed 
how eager the children are to attend and learn. They are 
showing signs of outperforming those children who did 
not have the basic education that we provide in Nursery. 
A Big thank you must also go to Springboard Foundation 
who work in partnership with Cararoo on the Nursery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Certificates of Recognition 

Each year, Claire Atkins our consulting Physiologist, and 
Arlene Trinkler Director and Admin Manager, review all 
students for school grades, attendance, reading & writing 
skills and award the high achievers at Elementary and 
High School with Certificates of Recognition. This year 6 
students were selected. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Claire Atkins, Salvador Idanan Jr, Carla Mae Orapa, 
Cynthia Tinitigan (Board Chair)  Princess Sarah Pintor, 
Ashley Montoya, Simon Atkins (Basketball Supporter), 
Jenny Rose Jamolo, Mary Rose Asis, Arlene Trinkler 
(Board Admin) 

 

Congratulations 

High School 

We are vey proud of the efforts and achievements of 
our graduating high school students. We congratulate 
them and wish them well as they move on with their 
lives. 

 

 

 

Alvin Segura Danielyn Onas 

Donna Pinto 

Salvador Idanan 
will  be progressing to college to study  

Civil Engineering 

Mary Roseasis 
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Salvador Idanan is the young man who features in 

our YouTube video. An absolute Maths genius and  a 
popular student, Salvador is also one of our founding 
students. When discussing  long term educational plans 
with Salvador and his mum, there were no doubts that 
he will do very well in the course he has selected. 

Apart from his normal school studies, Salvador joined a 
number of extra-curricular activities, including: 

 President of Math Club (MTAP) 

 Science Quiz Bee 

 Social Club 

 Student Technological & Entrepreneurship of the 
Philippines 

Salvador is enrolled in a 5 year Civil Engineering Course 
at the Technical University of the Philippines. Because of 
the high yearly fees, we are sharing the costs between 3 
sponsors, including Cararoo. One of the sponsors, who 
regularly visits the Philippines, has already met Salvador 
and will continue to do so whenever possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rocette Onas is another one of our founding 

students who graduated high school in 2012. With the 
help of her parents, Rocette tried to fund a college 
education, but after a few months had to stop. Her 
parents just could not afford the tuition fees, despite  
Rocette’s effort to help by taking a low paying job as a 
sales assistant. Our own Admin Manager also tried to 
help financially but the fees were beyond reach.. 

In April, Rocette, who is well regarded in Cararoo  as a 
pleasant, helpful young lady was interviewed with a 
view to assisting her endeavours to go to college. 
Supported by a glowing reference from Cararoo’s 
Director and Administration Manager, it was decided 
to offer Rocette a Cararoo  Scholarship. 

Rocette is enrolled at the STI Computer School in a 2 
year Hospitality & Restaurant Services course, which 
includes cooking classes. 

Following this course, Rocette will have a number of 
job opportunities. 

 

Judy Ann Pintor is one of our founding students 
who graduated from high school in 2010. She 
was very fortunate in that her sponsor continued 
to fund her college education to STI Computer 
School. Judy has been enrolled in an IT course 
and will graduate in March 2014. 

Judy Ann has also been very fortunate in that an 
IT company in Manila, Isphere Global, has 
provided her with a small travel allowance so 
that she can attend their office in Manila for on 
the job training during her college breaks. 

College Graduation 

This is what it is about 

We are really excited that 2 High School students enrolled in college this year, and that 
our first college student, Judy Ann, will graduate from her IT course in March 2014. 

 

College Entry 



Rotary Dental Grant 
The Cararoo Foundation has 120 children attending 
Nursery, Elementary and High School,. 

In 2011, as part of the sponsorship, a vitamin program 
was started, and with the support of Rotary PDG Tony 
Castley and the Rotary Club of Northlakes Toukley & 
Rotary International, as of September 2013, a 12 month 
Dental Program has begun.  
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 As part of the Health program established in 
2011, ‘Food, Vitamins & Oral Hygiene’ are 
taught to the children. 

Our first dental 

patient  -  

 Abegail Onas 

Christmas in April 

Mrs Letty Miranda, (Picture below) and friends of our 
late Chair Person Eli Miranda organised an early 
Christmas for the Cararoo children, which fitted in very 
well with the end of the school year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 A number of friends and organisations donated 
clothing, groceries, soap, toys, Tupperware, tooth 
brushes & tooth paste, hot meals, fruit and drinks for a 
party. A full list of those who helped make the day a 
success can be seen on the WELCOME picture.  

 

 

 

We would  like to thank Barangay 
Captain Gloria for her words to 
the children. Gloria will be retiring 
soon,  and will be greatly missed 
as she has been part of the 
Cararoo family since 1996. 

 

The children organised a concert to say thank you for 
the early Christmas celebration. And in typical Filipino 
fashion they sang a beautiful song.  

A blessing by Sister 
made the day special. 
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Heavy Rain, Floods Batter Philippines 
20th August -  Relentless monsoon rains and Tropical Storm Trami wreaked havoc in the Philippines, causing at 
least ten deaths and severely flooding wide areas of the capital, Manila. Flood-battered residents from coastal 
areas and mountainous regions appealed for help, after days of some of the Philippines' heaviest rains on record. 
Each year we get a couple of minor floods in the rainy season, and every 2-3 years a major flood following a 
Tropical Storm or Typhoon. This is one of those years.  

The families from our village were evacuated to the local Elementary 
school as the water levels in the village reached over 3 meters high. Our 
Rotary sister club in the Philippines RCMD (Rotary Club Makati 
Dasmarinas)  really supported our families. On receiving notification 
from our Sponsorship Manager that we desperately needed food 
supplies, blankets, clothing etc.  Rotarian PP Philip Nazareno (also 
Cararoo Board Member) from RCMD sent an email out to RCMD 
members and collected the following for our Cararoo families. 

Cararoo Foundation Inc. Families 

Flood waters in Paranaque, the location of our 
squatter village. These flood waters will 

eventually flow out to sea via stormwater drains 
located in areas like our squatter village. 

Donated items from the  

Rotary Club of Makati Dasmarinas 

 
3 boxes of Ulalalammm Meals in Tetra Packs  
(48 Tetra Packs per box) 
2 boxes of Summit Mineral Water 350 ml 
bottles (25 bottles per box) 
2 sacks of Sinandomeng Rice (25kg each) 
2 boxes of Mega Sardines in Tetra Packes (20 Tetra Packs per box) 
12 crates of assorted Sardines 
30 kilos of rice individually packed into 1Kilo bags 
9 crates of Oh My Ulam Canned Goods 
12 crates of Nissin’s Ramen 
6 boxes of Summit Mineral Water 600ml bottles 
3 boxes of Sardines (50 cans per box)  
120 blankets 
Assorted Food items in 1 box (crackers, spaghetti sauce, canned 
goods, etc.) 
3 boxes of old clothes 
2 boxes Mineral Water (24 bottles of 350 ml per box) 
100 loaves of Gardenia White Bread 
98 pieces of "Care Packs" which include various food items. 

The supplies were packaged and given to the families when they 

returned to the village the following week. 
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For a more detailed presentation on the Cararoo Foundation Project, please take 10 
minutes and view story on YouTube:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IlwrFlFggFg 

 

If you would like to contribute to the ongoing work of the 

Cararoo Foundation please find the banking details below: 
  

Westpac Banking Corporation  Gorokan  

 

Account Name:   Cararoo Foundation Inc 

 

Account Details:   BSB: 032 570   Account: 261057 
 

Reference:     Your Surname OR Company Name 

 
Note: For DONATIONS in Australia Tax Receipts will be issued.  

Water level reached in Canteen Even with floods kids still 
Manage to have fun 

Mud and rubbish left following the 
flood 

Normal level of stormwater drain. 
Imagine another 3 metres higher! 

Canteen & 

Learning 

Centre 

We sincerely thank you for your ongoing support. Without your generosity  we 

would not be able to fulfil our mission of educating children  out of poverty. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IlwrFlFggFg


(COO report cont. from pg 1) 

Sponsorship & Fundraising: Retaining existing 
sponsors and finding new sponsors has been a big 
battle for us this year. On a positive note, we have 
attracted a number of new sponsors, with some 
paying a smaller monthly payment, allowing us to 
consolidate funds and sponsor a child on behalf of the 
Foundation. We have done this with one of our college 
students. (see College Students) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am really pleased to report that, given the terrible 
floods in August,  the true spirit of our supporters, 
both in the Philippines and Australia came forth as 
they rallied to help our Cararoo families who were 
evacuated to the local Elementary school for a number 
of days. Our Sister Rotary Club Makati Dasmarinas 
(RCMD), through Board member and 
PP Philip Nazareno, swang into action 
within hours of finding out the plight 
of our families and organised relief 
food, goods etc. (see Floods story). 
Many thanks Philip and members of 
RCMD.  Sponsors from Australia have 
also donated funds that will help in 
the repairs to the canteen and 
learning centre. 
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Many other positive initiatives have also started:  

With the help of my Rotary Club, Northlakes Toukley, we 
have started a 12 month Dental Program for all 120 
children (see Dental story).  

A major livelihood project has started where we have 
helped the mothers establish a small business selling 
second hand clothes. In the next few months we  hope 
to include second hand linen; this will generate some 
income for the parents. 

Board Member Arlene Trinkler and the ladies from her 
rugby (yes, rugby) team have introduced a number of 
the older children to playing rugby. We hope to grow 
this project more in 2014 and maybe establish a team. 

Simon Arkins from the Air21 Express Professional 
Basketball team has selected Cararoo Foundation as his 
charity of choice. Given the high profile of Simon and 
basketball in the Philippines, this is a major honour. 

Web Site re-development: we have selected a company 
and package and plan to start re-development in 
November. 

Simon with some enthusiastic Cararoo supporters 

Cararoo Board Members Donate Funds to Iris Foundation (Australia) 

The Board members, in recognizing that suicide among young people is a worldwide growing problem, have 
combined to make a private donation towards the refurbishment costs of one of the rooms in the Youth Suicide 
Prevention Centre being established by the Iris Foundation in Wyong, on the NSW Central Coast, Australia. For 
more information on the Iris Foundation – www.irisfoundation.org.au 

COO Maurie Schokman said, “Cararoo is a joint Australian / Philippines project, so it is important that we also 
donate to Australian projects when appropriate. Knowing the founders of the Iris Foundation, we feel very 
privileged to be able to help in some small way. We know all about raising funds for Foundations. “     

 

RCNT assist 
with 

renovations to 
the cottage 

Dawn Hooper, 
a founding 
Director of 

the Iris 
Foundation 

A Special Thank You to Lyn / Suzy / Lucas @ LBH Promotions and Lorelle Thompson who helps pull this Newsletter together  

http://www.irisfoundation.org.au

