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COO Report for 2014 
What an incredible few months! I spent 3 weeks in Manila in July/August reviewing the  

Sponsorship program, meeting with the Board and spending time with the children. I also  

had a wonderful surprise from the Foreign Buyers Association who, again this year, in  

memory of  the late Cararoo President Eli Miranda, contributed to our Xmas in July party.  

I also had the opportunity to develop a stronger relationship with President Bong Cruz  

from Rotary Club Makati Dasmarinas. President Borg committed to sponsoring 2 college  

Students for 2 years, sharing this responsibility with his Rotary Club and his 2 children. 

President Bong, an eye specialist, very generously agreed to examine one of our students and 2 of our canteen 

parents, all of whom presented with really poor eyesight. Many thanks President Bong. 

The general health and wellbeing of the children has improved over the last 12 months. This is due largely to the 

daily meals, the Vitamin Program and, thanks to Rotary International, to a very successful Dental Program for all 

the children. 



 

I CAN SEE CLEARLY NOW 

During our Christmas in July party, invited guest Bong Cruz, president of 

Rotary Club Makati Dasmarinas and a well known eye specialist in Manila, 

noticed young Ashley squinting while reading a notice. He gave her an eye 

examination on the spot. President Bong asked us to bring Ashley to his 

surgery at St Luke’s Medical Centre as soon as we could. We organised that 

in the next couple of days, and also included a couple of parents who help 

us in the canteen, as they also have really bad eye sight. President Bong 

tested all three and recommended glasses for all. Cararoo had the 

prescriptions filled by a local optometrist. Cararoo also purchased an eye 

chart that can be used in the canteen to test all children and President Bong 

is happy to see groups of children at his surgery. Thank you President Bong.  Canteen mothers with new glasses 

 

Ashley has her eyes tested Ashley’s new glasses  New testing program for all children 

COO Report Continued 

It has been a very wet few months, so access to the village has been difficult; 

flooding is a frequent occurrence. Since June we have had one evacuation of all 

families to an evacuation centre. 

I have concerns about our Remedial Reading program and have suggested to 

Chairperson Cynthia and Manager Arlene that we employ a part time, retired 

teacher who could review the children’s progress on a more regular basis. This 

teacher could also train our parents who have been administering the program 

since 2009. 

It is the Remedial Reading, the Vitamin Program and the Dental Program that 

differentiates the Cararoo Foundation from the other organisations. We are 

very community focussed and, where possible, we get the parents involved in 

our school program. Good examples are: the parents who run the canteen 

service, the vegetable plot, various health checks such as keeping a register of 

the children’s weights, simple eye testing, and helping at events like the 

Christmas party, which requires at least 20 supervising parents.  
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Judy Ann Pintor,  

Maurie Schokman COO 

Cararoo Foundation 

 and Daniel Manicad VP 

Operation ISphere Global 

Over the last few years, regular readers of our Newsletter would have seen us mention Judy Ann, our first student 

to attend college and undertake a three year IT course. We were fortunate to have an Australian based company 

ISphere Global, with officers in Melbourne, Manila and Singapore, offer Judy Ann work experience during the time 

she spent in college. When Judy Ann graduated  in April 2014, ISphere Global offered her a position in their IT 

Support group which provides support for a number of large Australian companies from their Manila office. 

The cost of sending a child to college in the Philippines is quite high and we thank Bruce Simpson for his 

sponsorship of Judy Ann as well as many other children attending Elementary and High School. 

Judy Ann - great achievement and excellent role model 

COO Report Continued  ……. 

Our Chairperson & Manager meets with all the parents regularly to give  any updates on 

the Sponsorship program and to discuss any problems. Such problems may include gang 

activity, HIV, drugs, bullying, poor school attendance. Cararoo  remains very strict in 

enforcing any procedures that are not being followed. This year we terminated 8 children 

from the sponsorship program for various offences—a very sad but necessary outcome. 

Both parents and children must understand their responsibility to those who are 

generously paying to give them a better future. 

Which is a good way to say how proud I am of Judy Ann, who graduated college and 

started work with a major ‘IT company.  

In closing, when I started the Cararoo Foundation, I said “If we can get 1 child out of this 

environment, my work is done.” In addition to Judy Ann, we have 2 more children 

attending college and we hope, they too, will secure good employment. 

We thank all our sponsors and the people who donate whatever, whenever they can. It 

makes me feel really good that all the hard work is starting to pay off. Please continue 

your support. 

On behalf of the Cararoo Board, the children and myself, we wish you and your families 

all the very best for Christmas and a very happy and more peaceful 2015.   Maurie. 
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Christmas in July 

The children were in for a big surprise, during a wet and miserable day. Christmas in July was organised to coincide 

with Maurie’s visit to the Philippines. The new school bags were given out at the party, which caused even more 

excitement for the children. The Board wishes to thank Board members Mariano Lee and Mrs Tet Machado, and all 

the other wonderful people involved with the Foreign Buyers Association & Lina Group of Companies for attending 

and bringing gifts and food, thereby making this a very special day for the children. Hope to see you next year! 

  

 

Generous Donation 
An Australian, NSW Central Coast company, PEPPATREE KIDS donated a total of 60 Alphabet and Number Flash 

Cards for use in the Cararoo Nursery. Thank you. These will be of great assistance in our reading program. Please 

visit their website at www.peppatreekids.com.au  and support this young start-up company, where all products are 

based on Australian Standards. 
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A New School Year Begins 

Sponsorship Manager Arlene and some parents go to the 

Chinese markets to purchase uniforms, shoes, socks and 

other school supplies. We save between 10% - 20% by 

shopping this way. It is very hard hot work 

Uniforms for the High School girls are made by a local 

seamstress. 

Some of the children were 

receiving school uniforms and 

supplies for the first time. 
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GLORIA’S VEGETABLE GARDEN 

We just can’t say it enough. What wonderful sponsors Cararoo has!  Gloria O’Dowd, one of the original Cararoo 

sponsors, suggested that Cararoo should have a vegetable garden that could be used as a source of food for the 

canteen and something the parents and children could work on. Gloria donated the funds to establish a ‘veggie 

patch’ where the parents and children could work together to grow some delicious vegetables. What a 

resounding success. Thank you so much Gloria! 

DENTAL PROGRAMME COMPLETED 

Our 12 Month Dental Programme has now been successfully completed thanks to RCNT/District 9680 and Rotary 

International who provided funds via a Rotary International Grant. 

This grant allowed the 110 Cararoo children to have a full dental check-up, including any fillings and extractions. 

Average work per child included 7 fillings and 4 extractions, the worst case being 25 fillings, with another child 

requiring 20 extractions. We have also been able to organise dentures for some of the young ladies for whom it 

was necessary to extract front teeth. This is a great boost to them in their personal presentation, and stands them 

in good stead for future job interviews. 

We have included ‘dental’ in the annual sponsorship fee, in order to continue the good work made possible by 

the Rotary Grant 2013-14. 



 

“Everyone went 

home tired but 

happy,” said Arlene 
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 Christmas Party Christmas Party 

This year’s Christmas Party was extra special, since you’ll remember,  we chose to forego our party last year in 

order to support the Typhoon Haiyan appeal with a $2,500 donation. But we made up for  it this year. 

The children had a wonderful time. Swimming in the pool was a real treat as some of them  had never been to the 

pool before. 

Besides the sumptuous food, which included lunch, snacks and their favourite - ice cream, all the children 

received a lovely gift. The big smiles on their faces showed how much they enjoyed this year’s simple but happy 

Christmas party.     

A big thank you to: 
                    Rotary Club Northlakes Toukley                                             Better Future Foundation 

                    Lorelle and Bruce Thompson                                                   Rotary Club Kariong Somersby 

                    Schokman Trust                                                                          Tinitigan Company 

                                                                          Singapore Growlers Rugby Club 

 

 



From  ….

To ….. 

Because of YOU …… our faithful sponsors! 

In 2014 8 children graduated Elementary School, 5 graduated High School 

and 1 graduated college and is now in full time employment. 

Our Nursery 

Children 
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Keep checking out  Facebook 
for  more short  post s .  We’d 
l o v e  y o u r  f e e d b a c k  a n d 
comments  cararoofoundat ion.com.au  

W e  a r e  r e c e i v i n g  v e r y 
pos i t ive  comments  about  our  
new website  and Facebook.  
Please te l l  your f r iends  as  we 
want to rai se  our  Facebook 
‘L ikes’  to  over  100.   
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CARAROO KEY PEOPLE 

Chair Person: Cynthia Tinitigan 

COO / Treasurer: Maurie Schokman 

Company Secretary: 

 Maverick Evangelista 

Legal:  Philip Nazareno 

Board:  Jaime Gonzales 

Board:  Mariano Lee 

Board Sponsorship Manager: 

 Arlene Trinkler 

Admin Australia: Lorelle Thompson 

 

WEB SITE 

www.cararoofoundation.com.au 

 

FACEBOOK 

Cararoo Foundation 

 

EMAIL 

mschokman@bigpond.com  

 

Foundation Established 2005 

RAWCS AP 029 2005-06 

 

Sincere thanks to all 

our sponsors 

RAWCS have now developed an online payment system, using either 

your Credit Card, or Direct  Credit via your banking system. 

NOTE: Direct Credit will take 2 days to complete. Receipts are provided 

online. 

PROCESS:  Visit www.rawcs.com.au. Click on Donate / enter Project 

Number 029 / Year Registered 2005-06, click Find This Project. The 

project name will display and on the far right click the Donate Now 

button and follow the prompts to make a Credit Card payment OR a 

Direct Credit payment. You will receive an online receipt. 

If you have any problems with this new system, please call Maurie 

Schokman on 02 4390 4298. 

It would also be appreciated if you could email Maurie at 

mschokman@bigpond.com indicating you have made a payment, so 

that he can follow up. 


