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Educating children out of poverty since 1998 

 Cararoo Project Brings Hope 

Making a Difference 

By Maurie Schokman, COO  

When first starting a Christmas feeding program 
for these “informal settlers” with a group of 

business colleagues back in 1998, I had no idea it would grow 
into a project where a Foundation would be established in 2007, 
and that in 2012 Cararoo would have 110 children sponsored 
and going to school. 

In a project such as this, it is very difficult to get people from 
countries outside Manila, Philippines to visit a squatter village. It 
is also very difficult to get people living in FIRST WORLD countries 
to understand just how bad living conditions in a ‘squatter 
village’ are. Amazingly, people adapt and survive and I am 
eternally grateful to my friends who  have supported me in this 
project.  

My aim has always been to give these children some form of 
education and, at the very least, the basic skills of reading and 
writing and an understanding of their right to want to improve 
their situation. If one child each year succeeds, then it has been 

worthwhile. I HOPE OUR SUPPORTERS CONTINUE THE FAITH. 

A visit to the Squatter Settlement by 2 members of the Padstow 
Rotary Club in 2006 to assess the project for inclusion in the 
Rotary Australia World Community Project (RAWCS), evoked a 
very similar response to that expressed by Tony Castley recently 
when he visited the village.   When Tony informed me he was 
going to the Philippines on another project, I asked and he 
agreed to spend a day visiting our project in Merville, Paranaque. 

The main story Seeing Is Believing was written by Tony and his 
wife Sandra, is touching and tells it like it is. I hope you spend 
time and read Tony’s report. THANK  YOU. 

                             

Seeing is Believing 

PDG Tony Castley, Rotary Foundation Chair, District 9680 

In September, on our way back from a two week Rotary 
Project in Mindanao Philippines, we visited the Cararoo 
Foundation’s Project in Paranaque. 

We were taken by Cararoo’s manager, Arlene Trinkler, out to 
the Melville Squatter village in  Paranaque, near the Manila 
airport. The village is accessed down a dark, dingy corridor 
which opens into an area of some of the worst living 
conditions I have ever experienced.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many will know that I have been around poverty projects 
throughout the world, including many African countries, but 
what we saw here was particularly distressing. 

I was accompanied by a Rotary friend, Walter Bock and my 
wife Sandra. We were shocked to learn that there were 350 
families living in absolute, abject poverty in this village of 
squatter homes built with old wrought iron sheets or 
whatever  could be salvaged. The area looked much like a 
rubbish tip and to make matters worse, there was a creek 
running through the place which resembled an open sewer.   
Recent Manila floods had made the ground even more wet 
and muddy. 

We had arrived in time to see the 
Cararoo canteen in action, feeding 
some 110 school children during 
their changeover period. Due to 
limited educational facilities, 
schools run separate morning and 
afternoon sessions. The canteen 
was conducted in a small, dark 

room where a number of mothers were cooking  a hot meal. 

 

 

 

A Must Read Edition—Why your kindness and donations are so important 

Eliseo (Eli) C Miranda (1950—2012)  

It is with great sadness we report the passing of our good friend 

Eli, after a long illness. Leaves a wife & four children. Eli a native 

of San Antonio,  graduating in 1971 from Polytechnic University. 

A qualified CPA , Retiring in 2011 from Li & Fung, Former Pres. 

Foreign Buyers Association, & FOBAP Foundation, member of 

Rivercity Marikina Rotary Club and a decorated member of the 

Free and Accepted Masons of the Philippines. He was known for 

his generosity and compassion, having helped many people in 

many ways. Has worked tirelessly and with great compassion for 

the Cararoo Foundation since its 2006, as Chairperson.  Eli will be 

greatly missed. Our sympathies go out to his family. 



(Sandra Castley, September, 2012) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our visit to the Melville squatter village in Paranaque took 
my breath away, literally. I have never seen anything like this 
in my life, and we have visited many places in need. ‘In need’ 
is an understatement. I would dearly love to see these 
people picked up and moved to somewhere safe and clean. 

My heart bleeds when I wake up in the morning to a 
magnificent sunrise and singing birds here in my wonderful 
home environment, and I think for a moment or two of the 
inhabitants of this slum and what they wake up to. It’s cruel, 
it’s unfair and so unnecessary. 

This was an experience I will never forget. It is life changing. 
My passionate wish is that more will be done for these 
people, whose resilience and strength is so amazing. In the 
midst of their circumstances, they still smile, still try to keep 
their environment as clean as possible, and the kids still play 
and laugh.  

Arlene was a delight, a gorgeous lady with so much 
dedication and vision. Our friend Walter responded 
immediately to what we saw by donating funds to help with 
the building of the canteen / library. 

Having ruined my shoes walking through the area, I was able 
to go out and buy some new ones. Lucky me! I can do that! 

An experience I will  

never forget 

Tony, Walter Bock and Sandra Castley with Cararoo 

mothers group & some of the children  

 

Seating was limited to 8 or 10 
at a squeeze, so the children 
waited their turn outside. In 
the afternoons, the room is 
also used for the remedial 
reading program which was 
implemented to assist the 

many students whose reading levels were identified as below 
standard. (See July 2012 Newsletter for detailed article). 

The present canteen facility, whilst doing a good job, was 
incredibly small and difficult to manage, so we were shown 
where, in an open space nearby, the Cararoo Foundation is 
building a new Canteen. One section which has been 
completed consists of a sitting and eating area made from 
attractive bamboo, and a small room designated for a library. 

 

We also had the opportunity to talk with Arlene regarding 
some dental care the children desperately need, and now we 
are hoping to organise a Rotary Foundation grant to fund this 
project. That evening, I met with Manny Faelnar, a Past 
President of the Rotary Club of Paranaque, with whom I had 
shared a project way back in 1993. We were taken out to 
dinner by Manny and the current club President, August 
Cantor and their wives. They have made a commitment to 
assist  with future funding in this Melville squatter village. 

What is the future for these children and families? It is hard 
to say. The Government has attempted to bulldoze the whole 
place at times, but where would the people go? In the 
meantime, children are being born and are growing up in a 
very unhealthy environment, without sufficient good food, 
little access to health facilities, and without educational 
assistance. 

What the Cararoo Foundation and their workers are doing 
here is absolutely vital in keeping these children healthy, 
educated and with a chance in life. 

Congratulations Maurie, Arlene and all concerned. 

Canteen Update 

As an immediate response to the needs they witnessed, 
Tony, Sandra, and  Rotarian Walter Bock  made private 
donations to Cararoo, thus allowing Phase 2 of the Canteen 
project to be completed. A detailed article on the Canteen 
Development will be included in the December Newsletter  

Completed section of canteen 

 

 


