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A New Year Begins 

In spite of the inclement weather, which prevented the customary group photo, spirits were high as the children 

received their new school bags, uniforms, shoes and other school supplies, in readiness for the new school year. 

Our sponsors should give themselves a round of 

applause, because the Cararoo system is working 

be�er than ever in its goal to educate some Filipino 

children out of poverty. 

As the new school year commences, we look forward  

with confidence, to watching our students once again 

make good progress. This confidence is based on 

evidence from last year, where we believe our 

strategies produced outstanding results. 

Firstly, the posi!ve impact of the nursery school’s 

early learning program became evident  as the 

children moved into Kindergarten and achieved 

results which placed them  at the top of their classes. 

At the primary level, we supported 46 students, 

Kinder -  Grade 6 at the Kalayaan Primary School. 

From there 5 students graduated, ready for High 

School. 

We also supported 27 students at Kalayaan High 

School, with 6 students gradua!ng. 

Cararoo is very proud to announce that our overall 

a�endance at school is 97%, way above the Na!onal 

average. This has been achieved by our staff's 

approach not only with the children, but by engaging 

the parents in a partnership of trust and confidence. 

The total number of children receiving Cararoo 

assistance last year was 108. In 2012 the numbers are 

almost iden!cal. 

Our first ever college student, Judy Ann, successfully 

completed her first year of IT studies. Thanks to 

ISphere Global, Judy gained work experience during 

the summer holidays, as well as one day a week 

prac!cal experience during the college year.. This 

experience will be invaluable in the future. 

The other exci!ng news was that, just before the end 

of the last school year in April, with the assistance of 

Board Member Cynthia Tini!gan, and Barangay 

officials, Gloria Gui!errez and Eddie Chan, free 

medical and dental checks were provided. 

Results indicated an overall improvement in health 

and we believe this can be a�ributed to the 

introduc!on of the Vitamin programme and the 

inclusion of a daily, healthy meal. We thank Dr Santos 

and many volunteer doctors for their assistance in 

helping us improve the health of our children. 

Every year we reach out in new ways as we see a 

need.  To be well educated, children not only need to 

go to school, they  must be well, they must  have the 

support and encouragement of others around them, 

they must experience success, they must believe in 

themselves and the possibili!es the future holds.  

It’s through the support of our loyal sponsors that 

we can help make their dreams a reality. Thank You! 

We also wish to thank Alan Atkins, for his assistance 

in preparing ar�cles for our various publica�ons. 



 

 

Grades 5/6 will con!nue to read more 

complex texts but also develop skills in 

wri!ng, par!cularly summarising texts and 

producing essays. 

 Students in Grades 1-2 will concentrate on basic 

decoding skills such as le�er/sound recogni!on, 

common sight words and reading simple graded 

texts. Oral language (English) will also be developed. 

 Grades 3/4 will build on these skills with 

addi!onal a�en!on being  placed on the  

skills pertaining to expressive and recep!ve 

language to ensure sound development of 

comprehension. 

 

Achieving the best educa!onal outcomes for the students is always the primary goal of our teachers and staff. Last 

year, their evalua!ons iden!fied weaknesses in the area of reading for many of the elementary school children. 

As competency in reading is crucial to successful learning it was decided that something needed to be done. 

Consequently a Remedial Reading Program was devised and implemented for  ’at risk’ students at the start of the 

new school year. Lisa, who presently runs the Nursery school, is working 3 hours a day conduc!ng these classes in 

our canteen.  A�endance is compulsory. 

The program, thoughGully designed by Claire Atkins, consists of 8 modules, progressively staged. The students will 

only proceed to the next module when they have achieved a sa!sfactory level of competency in the one they are 

on. Ongoing  records will be kept and the program will be assessed against the students’ school report cards at the 

end of the year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        Children’s Party 

Recently, the Rotary Club of Maka! Dasmarinas District 3830, a sister club of 

Northlakes Toukley Rotary Club (Australia), hosted a Children’s Party for 20 

children from the community of se�lers with whom the Cararoo Founda!on 

works. RCMD has worked closely with Cararoo since its incep!on. It was an 

aHernoon of fun and games as the children were treated to entertainment and 

lots of delicious ice cream goodies. 

 

Remedial Reading Initiative 



Cararoo Awards 

Cararoo  was very pleased to be able to present the following cer�ficates to students 

in recogni�on of their efforts and in achieving  outstanding results  

Danica Mae Onas Salvador Idanan 

For obtaining high 

grades of 85% or above 

in all Academic Subjects 

Aira Mae Ayenza 

For obtaining high 

grades of 84% or above 

in all Academic Subjects 

Salvador Idanan 

For obtaining high 

grades of 83% or above 

in all Academic Subjects 

Rocette Onas 

For obtaining high 

grades of 87% or above 

in all Academic Subjects 

Princess Sarah Pintor Jenny Rose Jamold 

For Perfect A�endance 



Cararoo Awards 

Cont. 

For obtaining high 

grades of 81% or above 

in all Academic Subjects 

Carla Marie Orapa 

For obtaining high 

grades of 80% or above 

in all Academic Subjects 

Renzo Ismael 

For obtaining high 

grades of 82% or above 

in all Academic Subjects 

Ethel Menguito 

Donna Pintor 

Mary Rose Asis 

John Albert Francisco 

 School A2endance Above Na�onal Average 

Recently, the Government passed a law to increase the number of school years from the current 10 to 12. This was 

prompted by the observa!on that Filipino children lag behind other countries in educa!on standards. 

The length of !me spent at school was iden!fied as a problem. Therefore, in theory, this decision is both desirable 

and needed. However, achieving this goal in the foreseeable future, is almost impossible. Figures released by the 

Alliance of Concerned Teachers, indicate gross shortages of teachers, administrators, classrooms, water and 

sanita!on. Not to men!on the huge shortage of textbooks. An increase of P91 billion in the budget is considered 

necessary just to address the current needs. 

Due to extreme poverty, 15% of elementary level children are not enrolled in school, while 39% of high school level  

youth are unable to meet the costs of school a�endance. 

In the Merville area, where Cararoo operates, these figures  have been substan�ally reduced. The prepara!on 

children receive at the Cararoo nursery has proven to significantly improve student performance later on, which is 

most encouraging. We wish to express our deep apprecia�on to all our sponsors whose support makes it 

possible to con�nue our work of ‘educa�ng children  out of poverty.’    (Extracted from ar�cle by Alan Atkins) 


